
John 12
VS 1-19 & 20 - 50



John 12:1-19

12 1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom 

He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of 

those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet 

of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.

4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil 

not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but 

because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. 8 For the poor you have with you 

always, but Me you do not have always.”

The Plot to Kill Lazarus

9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they 

might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to 

death also, 11 because on account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.



John 12:1-19

The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:

“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’
The King of Israel!”

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the 
dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this 
sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after Him!”



John 12 - Context

oBegins the last week of Christ before His death

• Almost 50% of John

• 33% of Matthew

• 40% of Mark

• 25% of Luke

oChief priests have decided to arrest Jesus with the goal of 
killing Him 

oJesus has left Ephraim where He and His disciples were hiding 
to go to Jerusalem





The Anointing at Bethany –
Martha’s Service

12 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made 
Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the 
table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed 
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with 
the fragrance of the oil.
4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, 
said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 
the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a 
thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.
7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My 
burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.”



The Queen of Sheba
1 Kings 10:6-9

6 Then she said to the king: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land 

about your words and your wisdom. 7 However I did not believe the words 

until I came and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half was not told me. 

Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I 

heard. 8 Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand 

continually before you and hear your wisdom! 9 Blessed be the LORD your God, 

who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because 

the LORD has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to do justice 

and righteousness.”

To be like Martha is to be in service to Christ.



The Anointing at Bethany –
Mary’s Love

12 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 

was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they 

made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who 

sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil 

of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And 

the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.

• A generous love – the oil

• An unselfconscious love – her only care was Christ

• A believing love – He is her Messiah

To be like Mary is to humbly show a generous, unselfconscious, believing love to our 

Lord Jesus Christ.



The Anointing at Bethany –
Jesus’ Response

12 4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray 

Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and 

given to the poor?” 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because 

he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in 

it.

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My 

burial. 8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have 

always.”

Be like Martha, in service to Christ, and to be like Mary, humbly living a generous, 

unselfconscious, believing love to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to do these focused on 

the infinite worth of Christ the King.



The Plot to kill Lazarus –
John 12:9-11

9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and 

they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see 

Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief 

priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 11 because on 

account of him many of the Jews went away and believed in 

Jesus.



The Triumphal Entry –
John 12:12-19

The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:

“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’
The King of Israel!”

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written:

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things were written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb and raised him from the 
dead, bore witness. 18 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this 
sign. 19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after Him!”



Hosanna!

Psalm 118:25-26a
25 Save now, I pray, O LO R D ;
O LO R D , I pray, send now prosperity.
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LO R D !

Hoshiya na ( → (!Save now) (הושיעה נא Hōsanna (ὡσαννά) → Hosanna

From:

• Plea → Praise

• Cry → Confidence

Salvation has come because He has come. Christ is our Salvation



The Triumphal Entry –
Declaration of His Kingship

John 12:12-19 - The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day a great multitude that had come 

to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm 

trees and went out to meet Him, and cried out:

“Hosanna!

‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 

the LORD!’

The King of Israel!”

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young 

donkey, sat on it; as it is written:

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;

Behold, your King is coming,

Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”

Zechariah 9:9 - The Coming King

9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!

Behold, your King is coming to you;

He is just and having salvation,

Lowly and riding on a donkey,

A colt, the foal of a donkey.



The Humbled Christ 
The Exalted King

John 3:16-17

16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did 

not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking 

the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 

even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 

name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 

those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



The Humbled Christ 
The Exalted King

Living a life worthy of the King

To be like Martha in service to Christ

To be like Mary, humbly living a generous, unselfconscious, 

believing love to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to do these with a 

reverence worthy of Christ the King



The Future Declaration of The King

Revelation 19:11-16

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 

him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes 

war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He 

had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a 

robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies 

in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white 

horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike 

the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads 

the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has 

on His robe and on His thigh a name written:

KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS.


