
Who is Jesus to the 
Mormons



Learnings form last week

•JW-s do not except the deity of Christ
•Falseteaching
•Removes the essence of our salvation



Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.

14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints—

19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel, 

20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.



Preparation
Put on the Armour of God

Put on the Armour of God
WHY?

• To be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might –verse 10
• This is not our fight: humanly we are NOT strong enough: we cannot do this of ourselves

• Our enemy IS NOT human –verse 12 calls it: ” against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. “

• To be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (vs13)

We have to wear this armour BEFORE we go into battle



Preparation
Put on the Armor of God

• Belt of Truth
• Breastplate of Righteousness
• Shoes of the preparation of the Gospel of Peace
• Shield of Faith
• Helmet of Salvation
• Sword of the Spirit = God’s Word.

• The battlefield: Verse 18: praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

• False teachers/prophets
• Matt 7:”15: “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.
• 2 Corinthians 11:13-15: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For 
Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of 
righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.



The Church of Jesus Christ and the latter day saints aka

the Mormons
History-Part 1

The story begins with a prophet named Lehi, who lived with his family in Jerusalem. Lehi warned the wicked people in 
Jerusalem that they would be destroyed if they did not repent, but the people didn’t listen. The Lord told Lehi to take 
his wife, Sariah, and their sons—Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi—into the wilderness.

• Lehi sent his sons back to get the brass plates. People had written on them the history of their ancestors and 
other things the Lord had told them to write. Lehi and Nephi took good care of these plates. They also wrote on 
metal plates what happened to their family.

• The Lord told Nephi to build a boat to take his father’s family to the promised land. (= America) Nephi obeyed his 
father and the Lord, but Lamanand Lemuel did not. (See 1 Nephi 17.)

• Lehi and his family sailed to the promised land.

• In roughly 400AD a 10-year-old boy named Mormon was chosen to write on the plates when he grew older. At age 
24 he began combining the most important stories from all the records onto a set of metal plates. Before he died, 
he gave these plates to his son Moroni.

• Moroni was the last Nephite to survive a battle between the Lamanites and the Nephites. Before he died, he buried 
the plates in a place called Cumorah.

One day in a kingdom far, far 
away……….



The Mormons
History-Part 2

In 1820 Joseph Smith, a 14 year old boy, had a vision
“In a wooded grove near the family farm, Joseph knelt to pray. There in that secluded place, in the most dramatic revelation 
since biblical times, Godand his Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to the boy and gave him instructions. He was commanded to join 
none of the existing churches and was told that God would restore to earth the Church originally organized by Jesus Christ, 
with all of its truths and priesthood authority. “

• In September 1823 Joseph (now 17) experienced a visitation from an ancient prophet, a man who had lived and 
died in America centuries earlier. This resurrected man, who said his name wasMoroni , directed Joseph to a hill 
near Palmyra ( New York State, USA), where he showed him a religious history of an ancient American civilization 
engraved on metal plates and buried in the ground. 

• Four years later (1827) Joseph was translated the plates and created theBook of Mormon, first published in 1830.

• Mormonism has three books, all written by Joseph Smith, in addition to the bible :
1. The Book of Mormon:

2. theDoctrine and Covenants

3. The Pearl of Great Price



Beliefs

Mormons
• The Bible is not the only inspired Word Of God. 
• There is not a Triune God, rather God is (are) 

three different persons
• Salvation is not by grace alone
• universal salvation for everyone from death
• humans can become like God

Christians
• The Bible is the only inspired Word 

of God
• God, the Father, God the Son and 

God the Holy Sprit are three in one
• Salvation by grace alone
• Salvation is only for those that 

believe
• We are Children of God



Comparison
The Bible is not the only inspired Word Of God. 
The book of Mormon teaches that only fools say the Bible is sufficient and that other scripture is not needed (“Thou fool, that shall say: A 
Bible, we have got a Bible, and we need no more Bible.” (2 Nephi 29:6)).
Besides the Bible Mormonism has three written books of scripture:
The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ (which claims to be a record of God’s dealings with the inhabitants of ancient 
America from 2000 BC to 400 AD)
Doctrine and Covenants(a collection of “revelations and inspired declarations” given for the establishment and regulation of the Church of 
Jesus Christ in the last days (1830 AD –1978 AD)
The Pearl of Great Price(a selection of revelations, translations, and writings of Joseph Smith),

“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.”

The Bible is the only inspired word of God
2 Timothy 3:16:“Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”
2 Peter 1:21: ”prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
1 Thessalonians 2:13: “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard 
from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you whobelieve.”
Revelation 22:18: “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, [b]God will add 
to him the plagues that are written in this book”

Mormon

Christian



Comparison

There is not a Triune God, rather God is (are) three different persons
There is not a Triune God, rather God is (are) three different persons:  Mr Robert L Miller,Dean of religious studies at Brigham Young 
University (a Mormon University in Utah, USA) during an address to Harvard Divinity school:

“ Okay, you believe in a triune God, that the Almighty is a spirit and that He created all things ex nihilo. I believe that Godisan 
exalted man, that He is a separate and distinct personage from the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

Mormons believe that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are three separate gods. They also believe the Father and Son each have a “body of 
flesh and bones as tangible as man’s” but that the Holy Ghost “has not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of Spirit.” According to 
Joseph Smith, when Adam was formed in the image of God, it was a physical image. God the Father was once a mortal who lived on an 
earth. He died, was resurrected, glorified, and grew into his deified status.

There is only one God
Deut4:35,39—To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord Himself is God; there is none other besides Him (39) Therefore know 
this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.
Gal 3:19 -20 What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the 
promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. 20 Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but 
God is one.
Phil 2:5-7 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 
with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.
John 1:1, 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.



Comparison
Salvation is not by Grace
Salvation is not by Grace alone:salvation is by the grace of Christ “after all we can do” (2 Nephi 25:23) From the website:” We do not 
believe that we can either overcome the flesh or gain eternal reward through our own unaided efforts. We must work to our limit and then 
rely upon the merits, mercy and grace of the Holy One of Israel to see us through the struggles of life and into life eternal (2Nephi 31:19; 
Moroni 6:4). We believe that human works are necessary—including exercising faith in Christ, repenting of our sins, receiving the 
sacraments or ordinances of salvation and rendering Christian service to our neighbors

Salvation is by grace alone
Eph 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, (9) not of works, lest anyone 
should boast.”
2 Tim 1:8-9: “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the
gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
His own purpose and gracewhich was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began”
Romans 3:23-25: “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (24) being justified freely by His gracethrough the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, (25) whom God set forth as a [b]propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed”



Comparison
Universalsalvation for everyone from death
Mormons believe in a universal salvation for everyone from death (this is what they refer to when they speak of “salvation bygrace alone.”). But 
after the body is reunited with the spirit, humans go to different places:
•Celestial Glory—The highest level of the celestial heavenly kingdom is for (married) Mormons who have kept all the Celestial laws and 
commandments (this is what they refer to by “eternal life”). The lower celestial kingdom is for single Mormons who lived a worthy life and good 
people (including Christians) who didn’t have a chance on earth to hear about and accept Mormonism. People in this lower group cannot become 
gods.
•TerrestialGlory—The terrestrial kingdom is for unworthy Mormons and good people who knew about Mormonism on earth but rejected it until 
after their death.
•Telestial Glory–The telestial realm is for wicked people who rejected Mormonism even after death. They will experience suffering and pain for
their sins. It’s similar to the Christian version of Hell, only not eternal.
•Hell (Outer Darkness)–Eternal hell is for Satan, demons, and “sons of perdition” (e.g., those whodeny the Holy Spirit after receiving it:).

Salvation is only for those that believe
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”.
John 14:6: “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”
Romans 10:13: “For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
John 3:18: “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God.
Acts 4:10-12: “Let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. (11) This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become 
the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved.”



Comparison
humans can become like God
Humans can become like God
Mormons consider every person divine in origin, nature, and potential. Each has an eternal core and is “a beloved spirit son or daughter of heavenly 
parents.” Each possesses seeds of divinity and must choose whether to live in harmony or tension with that divinity. People may “progress toward 
perfection and ultimately realize their divine destiny.” Just as a child can develop the attributes of his or her parents over time, the divine nature 
that humans inherit can be developed to become like their Heavenly Father’s. Through the lens of revelations received by Joseph Smith, Mormons 
see these scriptures ( iescriptures talking about the children of God) as expressions of humanity’s divine nature and potential.
The doctrine of humans’ eternal potential to become like their Heavenly Father is central to the teachings of the mormons.

We are Children of God
Romans 8:14-17: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (15) For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, 
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” (16) The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, (17) and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
1 Corinthians 6:19: “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your 
own?”

The first sin:
Gen 3:4: “Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”.



Slippery slope

By not believing that the Bible is the only inspired word of God, Biblical truths 
are changed, and twisted, starting with who God is, followed by  a 
degradation of the saving work of Christ and finally resulting in a heretical 
opinion of human kind that aligns exactly with the original temptation of the 
serpent.



Summary

Who is Jesus to the Mormons
• A man who became one of God’s 

‘personalities’ who died and rose again, 
whose work in itself is not sufficient to 
save.

Who is Jesus to us
• The Word who is God, who became 

flesh, the sinless one who carried our 
sins on the cross and by whose stripes 
we are healed: salvation is through the 
risen Christ alone, who will return to 
this earth to assemble onto Himself all 
of those who believe in Him. He is the 
Way, The Truth and the Life.



Conclusions

We need to wear the armour of God
• Know the truth, know  Who is truth, ‘I am the 

Way the Truth and the Life’
• Know that were are made righteousby grace
• Know that we are savedby Christ and by 

Christ alone
• When getting in contact with the world, 

present the gospel of peace. 
• Trust in the Lord, have faithin Him, knowing 

that, Christians, true believers, have the Spirit 
of God living inside of them. He will guide us, 
He will give us words to say, He will reveal 
Himself through His Word.

PRAY: The battle is real, don’t try the battle on your own, it is futile, there is no need: Pray for yourself, your loved ones, your family. 
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