
Jesus - The Servant

John 13



When did this take place? 

• Feast of Passover –

• The Haggadah – had four cups to symbolise the 4 “I Will’s of God” (Ex 6:6-
9)

➢ I will take you out ……………..Deliverance from harsh labour

➢ I will save you …………………….Salvation from servitude to another Ruler

➢ I will redeem you ……………….Redeemed from fear of death

➢ I will take you as a Nation ..Accepted as God’s people, dwelling with Him

I believe it’s after the 3rd cup He rises to wash the Disciples Feet



Why did this take place? 

• Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart – to the Father (v1)

➢ Mine hour is not yet come – 2:4.

➢ His hour was not yet come – 7:30.

➢ His hour was not yet come – 8:20.

➢ The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified – 12:23.

➢ Jesus knew that His hour had come – 13:1.

➢ Father, the hour is come – 17:1.

• It was the Lord’s farewell message – He loved His own to the end

• Jesus knew who would betray Him – The devil put it into Judas’ heart

• Jesus knew the Father had given all things into His hands.



What took place? 

• Jesus was Sovereign – yet he took the place of a servant (Phil 2:5-11)

• The Father had given all things into His hands – He picked up a towel

• Jesus laid His garments to one side – He girded himself with the towel

• Jesus was & is Master & Lord, yet with His own hands he poured water 
into a basin & washed everyone’s feet personally (including Judas’).

• Peter couldn’t comprehend that Jesus (the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God – 6:68-69) should or would; wash his feet

• Jesus moved around the room, coming to

each person, & washed the dust and grime

off their feet and then wiped them.



Why would Jesus do this? 

• There had been a competitive spirit amongst the disciples on at least 
three occasions - each time it was after Jesus’ reference to His death

• They were probably thinking “who is going to be the leader”?

• Who is the greatest? – the one who is the least, Jesus replied

• Jesus here was demonstrating what it means to be “least”

• Jesus was showing that true service can only be accomplished with 
true humility

• Jesus Love for His disciples motivated Him to humble himself to serve



How did the disciples respond? 

• I think most of them at this stage are confused, but not ready to say so.

• Peter has a major problem – Lord, Do You, wash my feet? (Never v8)

• Jesus uses this to teach another “truth”

• Jesus uses 2 different words “Nipto” wash a part of the body (vs 5,6,8,12 &14), 
“Louo” to bathe the whole body (V10)

• When we trust Jesus as Saviour, we are “bathed all over” and our sins 

are washed away and forgiven.

• When we walk in the world, we can become defiled.  We don’t need to 

be bathed all over again, but we need that defilement cleansed away, 

. 1 Jn 1:9



What does this mean to me? 

• Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."

• Continued fellowship with Jesus - involves daily cleansing

• Holiness is required by God 1 Pet 1:16

• It requires humility and grace to serve others; as well as to allow 
others to serve us

• A submissive spirit can both give and receive to the glory of God 

• Jesus Christ is our example (v15) -



Whom did Jesus Serve? 

• His Father –

• His Disciples –

• His People –

• His Creation –


