
 
 

Jehovah’s Witness and Jesus 

Counterfeit currency and counterfeit religion. It is illegal to possess counterfeit currency but 

not to be a part of a counterfeit religion! 

Leading up to this teaching today, a few weeks ago in the space of one week we had a letter 

from a Jehovah’s Witness person telling us of who they are(!!), another from Falun dafa, and 

the continuing delivery of dinner from our Islamic neighbour. Quite a week! 

Parable of the Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31-32 

31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and sowed in his field, 32 which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than 

the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” 

What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about Jesus? This statement is taken from their 

website. 

1. Jesus. We follow the teachings and example of Jesus Christ and honour him as 

our SAVIOUR and as the Son of God. (Matthew 20:28; Acts 5:31) Thus, we 

are Christians. (Acts 11:26) However, we have learned from the Bible that Jesus is 

not Almighty God and that there is no Scriptural basis for the Trinity doctrine.—

John 14:28. 

If there is one thing that sets Jehovah’s Witnesses apart from Christianity (and this is true of 

all cults and false religions) it is the denial of the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is very little information available from the Jehovah’s Witness website to tell me what 

they believe about Jesus the Christ. 

I have appealed to a reference, Apostles of Denial by Edmund Charles Gruss in part for the 

following information. (Quotes in 12pt are from that book.) He was Professor of History and 

Apologetics at Los Angeles Baptist College. He grew up as a Jehovah’s Witness and was 

converted from the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

To understand the Jehovah’s Witness view of who Jesus we first need to know that they 

absolutely reject the doctrine of the Trinity as “a false, unbiblical doctrine”. They claim its 

origin is from Babylonian paganism. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that God was alone in the Universe until He created His 

Son, Jesus Christ.  

In their publication “The Truth Shall Make You Free” the Jehovah’s Witnesses say: 

“Does this mean that Jehovah God (Elohim) and the only begotten Son are two Persons but at the same time 

one God and members of a so-called “Trinity” or “triune God”? When religion so teaches it violates the Word 

https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/jesus-son-of-god/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/matthew/20/#v40020028
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/acts/5/#v44005031
https://www.jw.org/en/jehovahs-witnesses/faq/are-jehovahs-witnesses-christians/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/acts/11/#v44011026
https://www.jw.org/en/library/magazines/g201308/trinity/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/john/14/#v43014028


 
 

of God, wrests the Scriptures to the destruction of those who are misled, and insults God given intelligence 

and reason” 

Jehovah created all that exists. His first creation was Jesus Christ. Jesus was then given the 

job of creating everything else. (A type of sub-contractor.) 

(We’ve just noted that the Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that the Trinity “insults God-given 

intelligence and reason.” It seems that the whole basis for the doctrines of the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses is human reasoning. If, from a human  perspective a doctrine can’t be understood 

then it can’t reasonably be true.) 

According to Jehovah’s Witnesses, there are three “states” of Jesus 

His pre-human state. “Jesus, the Christ. A created individual, is the second greatest Personage of the 

universe.” 

The co-equality with the Father is denied: 

Prior to coming to earth, this only begotten Son of God did not think of himself to be co-equal with Jehovah 

God; he did not view himself as “equal in power and glory” with Almighty God…” 

Christ, in his originally created state was the archangel Michael, and “a god,” a  mighty one, 

but not God. 

Christ did not possess immortality. 

Did this firstborn  Son possess immortality, that is deathlessness? That he did not have this quality and was not 

immortal at that time is proved by later facts as well as plainly stated in the Bible….The time came, however 

that Jehovah God opened up to His Son the opportunity to gain immortality. 

The Human State 

While the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe in the virgin birth, the Incarnation is denied and they 

regard Jesus (while on earth) as no more than a perfect man. Nothing more, nothing less. 

“A divine miracle occurred when Jesus was “made flesh”. He was not an incarnation in flesh, but was flesh, a 

human Son of God, a perfect man, no longer a spirit, although having a spiritual or heavenly past and 

background.” 

At his birth the Son of God became a man, Jesus, and he became “the Christ” or Messiah 

only at his baptism. “By pouring out his holy spirit upon the baptised Jesus, God anointed 

him with the spirit to be the long-promised King….Jesus became the Messiah….It was at his 

baptism that Jesus was “born again”. 

The Post-Human State. 

The bodily resurrection of Christ is rejected. Christ Jesus “was resurrected as a spirit 

creature”. Concerning what happened to the body of Christ….no one knows. 



 
 

Several reasons for Christ’s resurrection are given. 

“One reason was to  reward Jesus for his faithfulness…..Jesus Christ was also raised from the dead so that he 

could turn over to God the right to human life that he had kept by dying faithful….. Jesus was also raised from 

the dead that he might restore Paradise…..And above all, Jesus was raised from the dead that he might uphold 

God’s rulership by destroying all the wicked in God’s due time.” 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses now believe that Jesus Christ is in Heaven. Again, as the Archangel 

Michael. 

(The Jehovah’s Witnesses encourage their followers to compare the New World Translation 

with other recognised translations. The King James Version and the American Standard 

Version. (Not easy reads but the ASV in particular is a great translation). There are some 

others there that I have never heard of.) 

What does the Bible say? 

2 Corinthians 4 

4 1  Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose 

heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness 

nor [a]handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it 

is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do 

not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine on them. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, 

and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to 

shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In a recorded teaching session from Richard Cotton (a specialist on the cults) about 45 years 

ago, he made a very simple statement. 

Where God is concerned there are only two types of people. Those who are dead in 

trespasses and sins and those who are saved through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. 

Into which of these two do Jehovah’s Witnesses fit? How should we respond? 

So, who is Jesus Christ? 

He is the Creator God 

Genesis 1 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over [a]all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28862a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:26&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26a


 
 

made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not [a]comprehend it. 

It’s quite clear from the Biblical account that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity 

was there at Creation and was, according to John’s account, Creator. 

How can it be that a created being is the creator? In John 1:1 the NWT confuses its reader 

with the addition of the letter “a”. 

“…and the Word was a God”. In the original there is no letter “a”! 

In Micah 52 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel, 

Whose goings forth are from of old, 

From [a]everlasting.” 

The One to be born is said to come forth to Me (God). In other words, He is being born in 

order to fulfil a particular mission, a specific purpose of God. Regarding His human origin He 

is to be born in Bethlehem, but regarding His divine origin His goings forth are from of old, 

from everlasting. These are the strongest Hebrew words used for eternity past. (They are 

used of God the Father in Psalm 90:2.) What is true of God the Father is said to be true of 

the One to be born in Bethlehem. Jesus the Christ. God the Son. 

To be the Creator, Jesus the Christ must be eternal. Here is the Biblical evidence of His 

eternal existence. 

If Jesus the Christ is not the Creator God, then why would He die on a Cross to pay for my 

sin? The statement from the Jehovah’s Witness website says  We follow the teachings and 

example of Jesus Christ and honor him as our Savior and as the Son of God. (Matthew 

20:28; Acts 5:31) Thus, we are Christians. (Acts 11:26) 

Why Would Jesus the Christ die in the place of a Jehovah’s Witness in whom He has no 

interest other than as “contractor” creator? Not as the Living God who has been offended 

by man’s sinfulness. 

Jesus is God the Son. The second Person of the Trinity. 

We need to be very careful about how we describe the Lord Jesus. To a Jehovah’s Witness 

Jesus is a created being. To Bible believing Christians He is God the Son. He is “from 

everlasting” 
1 John 2:18-23.  

22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the 

Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father 

also. 

The language is similar. The understanding completely different. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26050a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+5&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22636a
https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/jesus-son-of-god/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/matthew/20/#v40020028
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/matthew/20/#v40020028
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/acts/5/#v44005031
https://www.jw.org/en/jehovahs-witnesses/faq/are-jehovahs-witnesses-christians/
https://www.jw.org/en/library/bible/study-bible/books/acts/11/#v44011026


 
 

Hebrews 1: 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: 

“You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”? 

And again: 

“I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son”? 
6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: 

“Let all the angels of God worship Him.”   (Exodus 20:3. Luke 4:8) 
7 And of the angels He says: 

“Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire.” 

8 But to the Son He says: 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; 

A [f]scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; 

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You 

With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” 

10 And: 

“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 

Nowhere here is Jesus identified as Michael the Archangel or any other angel.  

The Jehovah’s Witnesses will tell you that they accept the King James Bible alongside their 

own translation. But they don’t accept what Hebrews 1 says about Jesus the Christ.  

Here, in the plainest possible terms is God the Father calling God the Son God. 2 Timothy 
316 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for [c]instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. 

Has God made a mistake? Is Hebrews 1 wrong? Are we sadly mistaken? I don’t think so. 

Paul described Jesus as being the all fulness of the Godhead bodily (Colossians 2:9) 

At the Transfiguration that fulness became so overwhelming Jesus body could not contain 

God’s “fulness” in His body. His “Godness” just glowed out of Him. That was the same 

Shechinah that was manifest so many times during the Old Testament period and led the 

Magi from the east to hover over a humble house in Bethlehem. The Glory of the Living 

God. 

These things just can’t be unless Jesus is the Christ, God the Son, the second person of the 

Trinity. 

2 Corinthians 43 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god 

of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 

of God, should shine on them.  

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are the classic picture of a failure of Biblical interpretation and 

understanding. A failure to understand the scriptures from the Jewish religious and cultural 



 
 

setting of when it was written. Not the 20th century western understanding so many people 

force upon the Bible today and then wonder why Christianity looks nothing like what we see 

of the church in the book of Acts. 

Well did Jesus speak to the Jews in parables and in particular the parable of the Mustard 

Seed.  

31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and sowed in his field, 32 which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than 

the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” 

To understand this Parable we need to refer to the Parable of the Sower. 

3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he 

sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them. 

18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not 

understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who 

received seed by the wayside. 

 

When Jesus told the Parable of the Mustard Seed He was foretelling what Christendom 

would look like. A monstrosity offering shelter to all kinds, even the birds. We know from 

the Parable of the Sower that the birds refer to the “wicked one”, Satan. Satan has found a 

very comfortable place in the mustard tree (the church) causing many to be deluded into 

believing a lie. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses will go door to door spreading their message of deception. Jesus 

spoke to their equivalent of His day when He said Matthew 2315 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as 

much a son of [h]hell as yourselves. 

If Jesus was just a “perfect man” as the Jehovah’s Witnesses claim then His death was 

sufficient for Himself but that’s all. We are still dead in our sin.  If Jesus is not part of the 

Trinity there is a defect in the Atonement. (Just as an aside, in Acts 5:1-5 we see a clear 

statement that the Holy Spirit is God. The third Person of the Trinity). 

If Jesus is as the Jehovah’s Witnesses claim, Michael the Archangel, the Atonement at that 

point collapses. An Angel can’t stand as a substitute in the place of man. God didn’t “sub-

contract out” the substitutionary payment for sin to an angel.  It is God who has been 

offended by sin, not the angelic realm. Remember, when Lucifer rebelled against God he 

took one third of the angelic realm with him to become the demonic realm that trouble us 

so much today. 

For the atonement to be effective it had to be God Himself, the One who had been offended 

paying the price of our sin. There was no one else who could have stood in our place for “all 



 
 

have sinned and come short of the glory of God”. Or as we taught in our children’s 

ministry….everyone has disobeyed God! No one is good enough to be as good as God is! 

2 Corinthians 518 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has 

given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 

not [d]imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

The Atonement is for Jehovah’s Witnesses Too! 

If you believe that Jesus is the Christ, God the Son, the second Person of the Triune God 

then when a Jehovah’s Witness knocks on your door next time what will you say.? 

More than 40 years ago a Jehovah’s Witness lady (alone) came to our door. I let her say her 

piece and then asked if she were to die right now where would she go? She didn’t know. We 

went to Acts 16:31. As understanding came over her face the reinforcements arrived. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are like anyone else. If they don’t respond to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

they are lost for eternity. Yes, they are very challenging to deal with, but we are uniquely 

placed to witness to them. Be very confident about what it is that you believe and why you 

believe what you believe. 

Yes, Satan has blinded their eyes, but it is God’s Spirit living in each of us who know Jesus 

Christ as our personal Saviour that has opened our eyes to the truth of the Gospel. Your 

effective testimony before a Jehovah’s Witness, most likely on your front doorstep, may be 

the only time that they hear the Gospel presented to them. Think about it! A missionary 

opportunity at your front door! They come to you!  

Are you prepared? 

 

 

 

 

Recommended reading: 

Before you read about the Jehovah’s Witnesses, be sure that you understand the Doctrine 

of Jesus Christ. 

Great Doctrines of the Bible. William Evans. (A free PDF download.) 

Apostles of Denial, Edmond Charles Gruss. (A free PDF download.) 

www.4jehovah.org 


