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The Power of Christian Relationships 

1 Thessalonians 2:13  -  3:13 
Introductory 

Paul, like us needed to have people around him to encourage and support him in his service for the 

Master. In fact, he sometimes had about 7-10 people surround him (Acts 20: 4) and the only time he 

was alone seemed to be when he was in prison or waiting for his friends like Timothy or Titus to 

catch up to him and then journey with them. 2 Cor. 2:13.  So I want to make two points this 

morning: 

 

1.  The blessing of having the Thessalonian Christians as his friends. 

Chapter one of this letter gives us a clear reason why these Thessalonians were so dear to the 

Apostle Paul.  

 

a)  They had received the message so cheerfully and followed both the Lord Jesus and Paul himself. 

It was always Paul’s desire that those who became Christians would follow Paul insofar as He 

followed Christ. That should always be our goal...to have people follow our example only in so far 

as we follow Christ – never to get a following for ourselves. 

b)  Then you would have seen last study how they had turned to God from idols to serve...and to 

wait… 

c)  We see Paul’s tender care of these new believers in a most meaningful way in Chapter 2, “gentle 

as a nursing mother” v. 7,  and as “a father instructs his own children.” v. 11. 

d)  Crowning his appreciation of them was the way in which they “received the Word of God’s 

message… not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God which also effectively 

works in you who believe.”  2:13. 

It was this that endeared them to the apostle Paul:  

 (I)   They imitated the Churches in Judea, 2:14. 

 (ii)  They were prepared to suffer like their fellow Christians in Judea. v. 15 

e)  Now Paul felt “bereaved” from them… v. 17,  it was like loosing a loved one. I guess a bit like 

us not being able to see our loved ones through closed borders for years because of COVID. (Or in 

hospital with no visitors) 

 V. 15. Make no mistake, the enemies of the Lord Jesus would kill Him again as they did 

Jesus Himself and the Prophets (Like Stephen) and as they tried to do to Paul BUT: 

f)  Paul wanted to see them again but Satan hindered us v. 18 – this is a military term to hinder an 

advancing army, by breaking up the road or blowing up the bridge to stop their advance.  Satan 

would stop at nothing to hinder the advance of the Gospel 

g)  When Jesus comes Paul will have a hope, a joy and a crown of rejoicing – these dear 

Thessalonian believers v. 19-20 – they were so special to him as the fruit of his ministry in the midst 

of persecution.  In our service for the Master may we ever look forward to that day when we shall 

see our Lord and greet Him with the fruit of our service. 

 

2.  The blessing of having Timothy as his assistant and emissary. 

As we look back to the book of Acts Chapter 17:1-15 we see that Paul had Silas as his main 

companion but in addition Timothy had joined the team (Acts 17:14 & 15) now when he could 

stand it no longer he has sent Timothy back to see how they were doing.  Typical of the true 

shepherd of the sheep, he must know how they are doing. 
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The sending of Timothy  3:1-5 

Timothy was the most reliable person assisting Paul in his ministry.  See what Paul says about him: 

• Our brother   -   in the family  v. 2 

• God’s fellow worker (NIV)   -  in the service of spreading the Gospel. v. 2b 

• One who will strengthen and encourage you in your faith. v. 2c 

• One who will support them in their trials. v. 3 

(Note also what Paul says about Timothy in a later letter, to the Philippians 2:19-24) 

• like minded – to Paul himself 

• will sincerely care for your state 

• others seek their own, not things of Jesus Christ (except Timothy, implied) 

• proven character… 

• served with Paul in the Gospel (like his son) 

 

May God give us Timothy’s today as we seek to build up churches of the living God  

Back to 1 Thess 3:4-5   

Paul had warned them that they would suffer trials and afflictions so he wanted to be sure that 

Satan had not tempted them or tripped them up in their faith.  ( note        2 Tim. 3:12.) When we 

suffer in any way because we belong to the Lord Jesus do we stand strong or crumble at the first 

sign of opposition? 

 

Verse 6-8 is a triumphant statement.  Timothy has come back to Paul bringing good news of their 

faith and love… this has been a marvellous encouragement to Paul in his own problems.  

 

Paul is talking about fruit that remains; (John 15:1-17 esp. v 16) and the joy that this brings to the 

Christian servant of the Lord Jesus. V. 8-10.  Paul’s thanksgiving and joy turns to prayer and a deep 

longing to see these dear Christians as they long to see him.  Paul still feels that he has more to 

contribute to their growth in the Lord. 

 

Verse 11-13. 

Here Paul breaks out into a kind of Benediction  

• He wants God to make it possible for him to go see them. V. 11 

• He longs that their love for each other, and for others, will increase as Paul’s love for them 

increases. 

• He wants their hearts to be established blameless in holiness in the sight of God in view of 

His coming with all the saints.  What a day that will be when He comes with His saints to 

set up His earthly kingdom and as His people we will reign with Him, sharing His glory. 

 

 At this stage there was no mention of the issues that they faced, such as their moral behaviour 4:1-7, 

the death of loved ones, 4:13-18 and the day of the Lord, 5:1-11, 

but for now Paul is thrilled that they are going right on for God, loving one another, and longing to 

see Paul again and that’s enough for the aching heart of the Apostle at this stage. 

 


