
John 5
THE GREAT HEALER



Reading John 5 : 1 – 14 (NIV)
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in 
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda[a] and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] [b] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long 
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I 
am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who 
had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”
11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”
12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd 
that was there.
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it 
was Jesus who had made him well.



My dad
• 81 years old
• Lives in Nuenen, The Netherlands
• Retired school teacher
• Married for 59.5 years

Thought me how to:
• Read my bible
• Play the organ
• Fix things
• Ride my bike
• Always consider yourself a servant
• Famous saying: just try to be 

normal because that is crazy 
enough



John 5

 In this chapter we see:
 Jesus at work

 Jesus’ authority, relation ship with the father

 The evidence

 3 sections
 The healing at the pool of Bethesda

 Jesus explaining who He is

 The witnesses who prove His account



John 5
part 1 vs 1 - 15

Pool of Bethesda 2021 Pool of Bethesda 30



 Near the sheep gate
 Area was likely used as an area to sell sheep

 Likely the initial purpose of the pool was used to wash sheep and to let 
them drink

 Crowds of people: a lot of people were sick and looking for healing
 In general a place of disease and misery
 Why did Jesus go there? His mission was:

 The Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost  (Luke 19:10) 

John 5
Healing at Bethesda



 The man had been there for 38 years 
 Jesus’ question: Do you want to get well?
 The man did not know who Jesus was: he explained why 

he always missed out getting in the water.
 Jesus commands: Stand up. Pick up your mat and walk
 He healed on the Sabbath.
 In the temple Jesus tells the man to Stop Sinning  (vs 14)

John 5 1:15
Healing at Bethesda



 Three actions that showed the Jewish leaders Jesus is God 
by the healing in Bethesda:
1: He heals the lame by the power of His word
2: He heals on the Sabbath
3: He tells the man not to sin ANYMORE: in other words, 

He knew this man’s heart
 Because of this the Jews ( religious leaders of the time) 

started to persecute Him

John 5 1:15
Healing at Bethesda



John 5 :16-30
God, the Son

The Lord Jesus is going to prove He is one with the Father , equal with 
God despite knowing that the Jews wanted to kill Him 
 1: verse 17: He calls God My Father: this infuriated the Jewish 

leaders even more
 2: Equality with God in works (vs 19)
 3: Equality with God in love (vs 20)
 4: Equality with God in judgement (vs 22)
 5: Equality  with God in honor (vs 23)
 6: Equality with God  in the power over Life and death (vs 29)
 7: Equality with God in doing His will (vs 30) 



1: Jesus addressing God as father: in the gospel  of John 107 times
2: Equality in works: Working and healing on the Sabbath 7 times: 

Mark 1:29-31: Simon Peter’s mother in law
Mark 3:1-6: man with withering hand
John 9:1-6: man born blind
Luke 13-10-17: a crippled woman
Luke 14:1-6: Man with abnormal swelling ( dropsy)
Mark 1:21-28: man with evil spirit
John 5: lame man at pool of Bethesda

John 5 :16-30
God, the Son



3: Equality in love: John 3:16, John 13:1 ‘ Having loved His 
own who were in the world , he loved them to the end
4: Equality with God in Judgement: Luke 5: 20: Friend your 
sins are forgiven
5: Equality with God in Honor (Mat 17:2 and Luke 9)the 
transfiguration and Mat 3:17: after His Baptism: This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased
6: Equality over life and death: Lazarus, Jairus daughter 
(Mark 5) and Luke 8: His own resurrection: the open grave , 
the stone rolled back
7: Equality in Doing His will: Gethsemane

John 5 :16-30
God, the Son



John 5:31-47
The Witnesses

Jesus’ 4 witnesses
1: John the Baptist

 John 1:15, 26,29 (“look, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world

2: The works the father has given Him to do (vs 36)
 Jesus did miracles simply by the power of His word: turning water into wine, casting out demons, 

healings
3: The Scriptures (vs39)
 Psalm 22,110, Isaiah 53; Luke 24:27: Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 

explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.”
4: Moses ( vs46) 
 Jesus is the seed of the woman that would bruise the serpent’s head - Genesis 3:15
 Jesus is the seed of Abraham & Isaac through whom all the earth would be blessed - Genesis 12:3; 

22:18
 Jesus is the star out of Jacob and Scepter out of Israel - Numbers 24:17
 Jesus is the great prophet God would raise up to speak His name and to judge - Deuteronomy 18
 Jesus fulfils the picture of the Passover Lamb, the Levitical sacrifices and Moses lifting up the serpent 

in the wilderness.



Conclusion of Vs 16 -30 

Jesus IS God, the Son:

By evidence

By  witnesses



The Great Healer

 5:6 Do you want to get well?
 Who is asking

Christ Jesus

 What does He offer
Dead to sin, alive in Christ (Rom 6:11)

 Consider his authority
Totally Equal with God



Closing thought
Phil 2:5
Christ Jesus, Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be used to His own advantage; rather, made Himself nothing b y
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, by becoming obedient to
death, even death on the cross.

Isaiah 53:5
But he was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we
are healed.

Do YOU want to get well?; say YES to the GREAT HEALER
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